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Kansas  
Standards and Course Expectations
Speech, Debate, and Forensics connect to the 

Kansas ELA Standards for Reading, Writing, 

Speaking, and Listening. Teachers can utilize our 

KSELA standards to guide their instruction in the 

Speech, Debate, and Forensics classroom and to 

lay a foundation for mastery learning in their 

content area.   

Standards you might consider (but are not limited 

to) when mapping your speech, debate, or 

forensics curriculum include:  

 W1, W2, W4, W7, W8, W9, W10 

 SL1, SL2, SL3, SL4, SL6, SL7, SL8 

 RI1, RI5, RI6, RI7, RI8, RI9, RI10, RI12 

As you plan your curriculum for speech, debate, 

and/or forensics, you might also consider the 

following:  

 Does your course meet the applicable 

criterion for curricular relevance as laid 

out in our state KESA guidelines?  

 Does your course meet the KSHSAA 

requirements for speech and debate?  

 What other standards might lend 

themselves to your curriculum?  

o Social-Emotional Character 

Development 

o Theatre 

 

For more information, contact: 

 

Sarah D. Perryman, Education Program Consultant-ELA 
sperryman@ksde.org 
785-296-1074 

CSAS- Career, Standards, and Assessment Services 
Kansas State Department of Education 
900 S.W. Jackson Street, Suite 653 

www.ksde.org 

The Kansas State Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its 
programs and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following person has been 
designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies:  KSDE General Counsel, Office of General Counsel, KSDE, Landon 
State Office Building, 900 S.W. Jackson Street, Suite 102, Topeka, KS 66612, (785) 296-3204 

   

 Speech, Debate, and Forensics:  

Connection to KS-ELA Standards 
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Oustide Resources 
National Speech and Debate Association  

National Forensic Assocation 

Arkansas Department of Education: ELA page; reference Couse Descriptions for Debate, Forensics, 

and Oral Communications  

Florida Department of Education: see ‘Florida’s Instructional Materials Specifications’ for Speech and 

Debate 

Texas Eduation Agency: see Subchapter C. High School; reference pages 59-67 

Idaho Department of Education: ‘Idaho Standards for Speech and Debate Teachers’ pages 37-39 

https://community.ksde.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=g4s0HZxjYF4%3d&tabid=5559&mid=13575
https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/TLA/Accreditation/Accreditation%20Model/Relevance%20RUBRIC.pdf
http://www.kshsaa.org/Public/Debate/Main.cfm
https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/CSAS/Content%20Area%20(M-Z)/School%20Counseling/Soc_Emot_Char_Dev/Kansas%20SECD%20Model%20Standards%20Revised%20July%202018.pdf?ver=2018-07-12-114624-670
https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/CSAS/Content%20Area%20(M-Z)/School%20Counseling/Soc_Emot_Char_Dev/Kansas%20SECD%20Model%20Standards%20Revised%20July%202018.pdf?ver=2018-07-12-114624-670
https://www.ksde.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=yxKbg2RxMBs%3d&tabid=635&portalid=0&mid=1677
https://www.speechanddebate.org/
https://sites.google.com/site/nationalforensicsassociation/
http://www.arkansased.gov/divisions/learning-services/curriculum-and-instruction/curriculum-framework-documents/english-language-arts
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/5423/urlt/0405-speech.pdf
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter110/index.html
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/cert-psc/psc/standards/files/standards-initial/Standards-for-Initial-Certification-for-Program-Reviews-after-July-1-2016.pdf

