Literacy Standards Relevant to History, Science, and other Technical Subjects

How to Read this DocumentIn this document, you will find writing, reading, and speaking and listening standards that could directly apply
to the work done in history, science, and technical classes. English Language Arts Standards are written in the
following format:
Domain. Grade. Standard Number
W.2.1
Writing. Grade 2. Standard 1
In order to ensure that this document can be used by all teachers, grades K-12, the vertical alignment strand
for each standard is present. While you are not expected to know each grade level’s expectation, you can use
this document to know the grade level expectation for the students you work with directly and to better
understand what literacy skills they should have when entering your classroom.

How to Use this DocumentEvery subject taught in school has its own set of vocabulary, presentation style, and writing style. In order to
help educators outside of language arts, this document was compiled to guide teachers through the inclusion
of literacy standards into the classroom. In order to understand how to include literacy in your classroom, you
must first know what literacy standards lend themselves best to your content area. As you review this
document, consider ways that you can enhance students’ exposure to rich texts and incorporate writing and
speaking into your classroom routine. Use the standards to help guide your instruction of reading, writing, and
speaking in your field while also using the standards to hold students’ accountable for grade level production.

Standards IncludedWriting- 1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 8
Reading Informational Text- 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7
Speaking and Listening- 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

ResourcesChauvin, R., and Theodore, K. Teaching content-area literacy and disciplinary literacy. SEDL insights, volume 3,
number 1. Retrieved from https://www.sedl.org/insights/31/teaching_content_area_literacy_and_disciplinary_literacy.pdf
Supporting adolescent literacy across the content area. Perspectives on policy and practice: Northwest and
islands regional educational laboratory at Brown University. November 2001. Retrieved from
https://www.brown.edu/academics/education-alliance/sites/brown.edu.academics.educationalliance/files/publications/adlitcontent.pdf
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Key Standards for Informative/Explanatory Writing
CL.W.p4.1
W.K.1

W.1.1
W.2.1
W.3.1

W.4.1

W.5.1

W.6.1

W.7.1

WRITING - TEXT TYPES AND PURPOSES
Uses a combination of drawing, dictating or emergent writing to express thoughts and ideas.
Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces in which, they tell a
reader the topic or the name of the book they are writing about and state an opinion or preference
about the topic or book (e.g., My favorite book is . . .).
Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing about,
state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of closure.
Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing about,
state an opinion, supply multiple reasons for the opinion, and provide some sense of closure.
Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.
a. Know the difference between fact and opinion
b. Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, state an opinion, and create an organizational
structure that lists reasons
c. Provide reasons that support the opinion
d. Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect opinion
and reasons
e. Provide a concluding statement or section.
Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.
a. Know the difference between fact and opinion.
b. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which
related ideas are grouped to support the writer’s purpose.
c. Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details.
d. Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in addition). e.
Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented.
Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.
a. Know the difference between fact and opinion.
b. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which
ideas are logically grouped to support the writer’s purpose.
c. Provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and details.
d. Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., consequently, specifically). e.
Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented.
Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.
a. Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly.
b. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources and
demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and reasons.
d. Establish and maintain a formal style.
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument presented.
Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and
evidence logically.
b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources
and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s),
reasons, and evidence.
d. Establish and maintain a formal style.
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument
presented.
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W.8.1

W.9-10.1

W.11-12.1

Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims,
and organize the reasons and evidence logically.
b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources
and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s),
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
d. Establish and maintain a formal style.
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument
presented.
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning
and relevant and sufficient evidence.
a. Introduce precise claims, distinguish the claims from alternate or opposing claims, and create an
organization that establishes clear relationships among claims, counterclaims, reasons, and
evidence.
b. Develop claims and counterclaims fairly, supporting evidence for each while pointing out the
strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and
concerns.
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify
the relationships between claims and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claims
and counterclaims.
d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and
conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows and supports the argument presented.
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning
and relevant and sufficient evidence.
a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish
the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that logically sequences
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence
for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the
audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases.
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the text,
create, cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and
evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.
d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and
conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument
presented.
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CL.W.p4.1
W.K.2
W.1.2
W.2.2
W.3.2

W.4.2

W.5.2

W.6.2

W.7.2

WRITING - TEXT TYPES AND PURPOSES
Uses a combination of drawing, dictating or emergent writing to express thoughts and ideas.
Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in
which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic.
Write informative/ explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic,
and provide some sense of closure.
Write informative/ explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to
develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section.
Write informative/ explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
a. Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful to
aiding comprehension.
b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details.
c. Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to connect ideas within
categories of information.
d. Provide a concluding statement or section.
Write informative/ explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
a. Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include
formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and
examples related to the topic.
c. Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., another, for example,
also, because).
d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
e. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented.
Write informative/ explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
a. Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general observation and focus, and group related information
logically; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.
b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and
examples related to the topic.
c. Link ideas within and across categories of information using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., in
contrast, especially).
d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
e. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented.
Write informative/ explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information
through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.
a. Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition,
classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics
(e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information
and examples.
c. Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.
d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
e. Establish and maintain a formal style.
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or explanation
presented.
Write informative/ explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information
through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.
a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information,
using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include
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W.8.2

W.9-10.2

W.11-12.2

formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.
b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information
and examples.
c. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and
concepts.
d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
e. Establish and maintain a formal style.
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or
explanation presented.
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information
through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.
a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information
into broader categories; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or
other information and examples.
c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas
and concepts.
d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
e. Establish and maintain a formal style.
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or
explanation presented.
Write informative/ explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information
through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.
a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important
connections and distinctions; include formatting, graphics, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.
b. Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete
details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of
the topic.
c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and
clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.
d. Use precise language and domain specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic.
e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and
conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or
explanation presented.
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information
clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element
builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting, graphics, and
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the
audience’s knowledge of the topic.
c. Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text, create
cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.
d. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and
analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.
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e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and
conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or
explanation presented.
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W.K.4
W.1.4
W.2.4
W.3.4
W.4.4
W.5.4
W.6.4
W.7.4
W.8.4

W.9-10.4

W.11-12.4

WRITING - PRODUCTION & DISTRIBUTION OF WRITING
n/a
(Begins in Grade 3)
(Begins in Grade 3)
(Begins in Grade 3)
With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and organization
are appropriate to task and purpose.
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to
task, purpose, and audience.
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to
task, purpose, and audience.
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to
task, purpose, and audience.
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience.
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in Writing
standards 1–3.)
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in Writing
standards 1–3.)
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in Writing
standards 1–3.)
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CL.W.p4.4

W.K.6
W.1.6
W.2.6
W.3.6
W.4.6

W.5.6

W.6.6

W.7.6
W.8.6

W.9-10.6

W.11-12.6

WRITING – PRODUCTION & DISTRIBUTION OF WRITING
With guidance and support, explores a variety of digital tools to produce and publish emergent
writing (e.g., uses the class camera to record the growth of the class garden; asks for help
searching the internet for pictures of animals to illustrate a book or directions for a task).
With guidance and support from adults, explore a variety of digital tools to produce and publish
writing, including in collaboration with peers.
With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish
writing, including in collaboration with peers.
With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish
writing, including in collaboration with peers.
With guidance and support from adults, use technology to produce and publish writing (using
keyboarding skills) as well as to interact and collaborate with others.
With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce
and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient
command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting.
With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce
and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient
command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of two pages in a single sitting.
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and
collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum
of three pages in a single sitting.
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link to and cite sources
as well as to interact and collaborate with others, including linking to and citing sources.
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the
relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with
others.
Use technology, including the internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared
writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to
display information flexibly and dynamically.
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared
writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information.
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CL.W.p4.5
W.K.7
W.1.7
W.2.7
W.3.7
W.4.7
W.5.7
W.6.7
W.7.7
W.8.7

W.9-10.7

W.11-12.7

WRITING – RESEARCH TO BUILD & PRESENT KNOWLEDGE
Participates in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explores a number of books by a favorite
author and expresses opinions about them).
Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of books by a favorite
author and express opinions about them).
Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of “how-to” books on a
given topic and use them to write a sequence of instructions).
Participate in shared research and writing projects.
Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic.
Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a
topic.
Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through investigation
of different aspects of a topic.
Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and refocusing
the inquiry when appropriate.
Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and generating
additional related, focused questions for further research and investigation.
Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing
on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple
avenues of exploration.
Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a selfgenerated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate;
synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under
investigation.
Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including selfgenerated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate;
synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under
investigation.

9

CL.W.p4.6
W.K.8
W.1.8
W.2.8
W.3.8
W.4.8
W.5.8

W.6.8

W.7.8

W.8.8

W.9-10.8

W.11-12.8

WRITING - RESEARCH TO BUILD & PRESENT KNOWLEDGE
With guidance and support from adults, recalls information from experiences or gathers
information from provided sources to answer a question.
With guidance and support from adults, gather information from provided sources to answer a
question.
With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information
from provided sources to answer a question.
Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a
question.
Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital sources; take
brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided categories.
Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital
sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.
Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital
sources; summarize or paraphrase information in notes and finished work, and provide a list of
sources.
Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the credibility of each
source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and
providing basic bibliographic information for sources.
Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively;
assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.
Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively;
assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.
Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced
searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question;
integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism
and following a standard format for citation.
Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced
searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task,
purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of
ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for
citation.
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Key Standards for Informative/Explanatory Reading

CL.IT.p4.1
RI.K.1
RI.1.1
RI.2.1
RI.3.1
RI.4.1
RI.5.1
RI.6.1
RI.7.1
RI.8.1
RI.9-10.1
RI.11-12.1

CL.IT.p4.2
RI.K.2
RI.1.2
RI.2.2
RI.3.2
RI.4.2
RI.5.2
RI.6.2
RI.7.2
RI.8.2
RI.9-10.2
RI.11-12.2

READING: INFORMATIONAL – KEY IDEAS & DETAILS
With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate
understanding of key details in a text.
Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as
the basis for the answers.
Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when
drawing inferences from the text.
Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing
inferences from the text.
Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn
from the text.
Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.
Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as
well as inferences drawn from the text.
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well
as inferences drawn from the text.
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well
as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

READING: INFORMATIONAL – KEY IDEAS & DETAILS
With prompting and support, retells key details of a text.
With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.
Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.
Identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within
the text.
Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main
idea.
Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the
text.
Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details;
summarize the text.
Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a
summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the course of the
text; provide an objective summary of the text.
Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including
its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.
Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide
an objective summary of the text.
Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the
text, including how they interact and build on one another to provide a complex analysis; provide an
objective summary of the text.
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CL.IT.p4.3
RI.K.3
RI.1.3
RI.2.3
RI.3.3
RI.4.3
RI.5.3
RI.6.3
RI.7.3
RI.8.3
RI.9-10.3

RI.11-12.3

READING: INFORMATIONAL – KEY IDEAS & DETAILS
With prompting and support, describes the connection between two events or pieces of
information in a text.
With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or
pieces of information in a text.
Describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.
Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps
in technical procedures in a text.
Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps
in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.
Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including
what happened and why, based on specific information in the text.
Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or
concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the text.
Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a
text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes).
Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence
individuals or events, or how individuals influence ideas or events).
Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events
(e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories).
Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which
the points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn
between them.
Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals, ideas, or
events interact and develop over the course of the text.
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CL.IT.p4.4
RI.K.4
RI.1.4
RI.2.4
RI.3.4
RI.4.4
RI.5.4
RI.6.4
RI.7.4
RI.8.4

RI.9-10.4

RI.11-12.4

CL.IT.p4.5
RI.K.5
RI.1.5
RI.2.5
RI.3.5
RI.4.5
RI.5.5
RI.6.5
RI.7.5
RI.8.5
RI.9-10.5
RI.11-12.5

READING: INFORMATIONAL – CRAFT & STRUCTURE
With prompting and support, asks and answers questions about unknown words in a text.
With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text.
Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases in a text.
Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.
Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to
a grade 3 topic or subject area.
Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to a
grade 4 topic or subject area.
Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to
a grade 5 topic or subject area.
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical meaning.
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone.
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone,
including analogies or allusions to other texts.
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on
meaning and tone.
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term
or terms.
READING: INFORMATIONAL – CRAFT & STRUCTURE
Identifies the front cover, back cover and title page of a book.
Identify the front cover, back cover, and title page of a book.
Know and use various text features (e.g., headings, tables of contents, glossaries, electronic menus,
icons) to locate key facts or information in a text.
Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes,
electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently.
Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate information
relevant to a given topic efficiently.
Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of
events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text
Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/
solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in two or more texts.
Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a
text and contributes to the development of the ideas.
Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major sections contribute
to the whole and to the development of the ideas.
Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of particular
sentences in developing and refining a key concept.
Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular sentences,
paragraphs, or larger portions of a text.
Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or
argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging.
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CL.IT.p4.7
RI.K.7
RI.1.7
RI.2.7
RI.3.7
RI.4.7

RI.5.7
RI.6.7
RI.7.7

RI.8.7
RI.9-10.7
RI.11-12.7

READING: INFORMATIONAL – INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS
With prompting and support, use the illustrations to identify key details in the story.
With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the text in which
they appear (e.g., what person, place, thing, or idea in the text an illustration depicts).
Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas.
Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) contribute to and
clarify a text.
Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text to
demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur).
Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams,
time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the information
contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears.
Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate an
answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently.
Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well
as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.
Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or multimedia version of the text, analyzing each
medium’s portrayal of the subject (e.g., how the delivery of a speech affects the impact of the
words).
Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., print or digital text,
video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea.
Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different media, determining which details are
emphasized in each account.
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in media or formats as well as in
words in order to address a question or solve a problem.
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Key Standards for Speaking and Listening

CL.SL.p4.1
SL.K.1

SL.1.1

SL.2.1

SL.3.1

SL.4.1

SPEAKING AND LISTENING – COMPREHENSION & COLLABORATION
Participates in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about preschool topics and texts
with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about Kindergarten topics and texts
with peers and adults in small and large groups.
a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others and taking turns speaking about
the topics and texts under discussion).
b. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges.
Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about Grade 1 topics and texts with
peers and adults in small and large groups.
a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others and taking turns speaking about
the topics and texts under discussion).
b. Build on others’ talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through multiple
exchanges.
c. Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts under discussion.
Participate in collaborative conversations about Grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in
small and larger groups.
a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to
others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).
b. Build on other’s talk in conversations by linking their comments to the remarks of others. c. Ask
for clarification and further explanation as needed about the topics and texts under discussion.
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led)
with diverse on Grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that
preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion.
b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to
others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).
c. Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay on topic, and link their
comments to the remarks of others.
d. Explain their ideas and understanding in light of the discussion.
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led)
with diverse partners on Grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly.
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that
preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion.
b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.
c. Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.
d. Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the
discussion.
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SL.5.1

SL.6.1

SL.7.1

SL.8.1

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led)
with diverse partners on Grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly.
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that
preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion.
b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.
c. Pose and respond to specific questions by making comments that contribute to the discussion
and elaborate on the remarks of others.
d. Review the key ideas expressed and draw conclusions in light of information and knowledge
gained from the discussions.
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led)
with diverse partners on Grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly.
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that
preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under
discussion.
b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles
as needed.
c. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that
contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion.
d. Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives through
reflection and paraphrasing.
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led)
with diverse partners on Grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly.
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on
that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas
under discussion.
b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and
define individual roles as needed.
c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with
relevant observations and ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed.
d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their own
views.
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led)
with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly.
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on
that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas
under discussion.
b. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals
and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.
c. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions and
comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas.
d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their
own views in light of the evidence presented.
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SL.9-10.1

SL.11-12.1

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9-10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
a. Be prepared to discuss, having read and researched material; explicitly draw on that preparation
by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
b. Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, clear goals and
deadlines, and individual roles as needed.
c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to
broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or
challenge ideas and conclusions.
d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement,
and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new
connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussion (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11-12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
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CL.SL.p4.2

SL.K.2

SL.1.2
SL.2.2
SL.3.2
SL.4.2
SL.5.2
SL.6.2
SL.7.2
SL.8.2

SL.9-10.2
SL.11-12.2

SPEAKING AND LISTENING – COMPREHENSION & COLLABORATION
Confirms understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other
media by asking and answering reasoning questions (e.g., why, how) about key details and
requesting clarification if something is not understood.
Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other
media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting clarification if
something is not understood.
Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or
through other media.
Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or
through other media.
Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or information presented in
diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats,
including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats,
including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally)
and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study.
Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats (e.g.,
visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study
Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its
presentation.
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats evaluating the
credibility and accuracy of each source.
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media in order to make
informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and
noting any discrepancies among the data.

18

CL.SL.p4.2

SL.K.3
SL.1.3
SL.2.3
SL.3.3
SL.4.3
SL.5.3
SL.6.3
SL.7.3
SL.8.3
SL.9-10.3
SL.11-12.3

SPEAKING AND LISTENING – COMPREHENSION & COLLABORATION
Confirms understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other
media by asking and answering reasoning questions (e.g., why, how) about key details and
requesting clarification if something is not understood.
Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something that is not
understood.
Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional information or
clarify something that is not understood.
Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather
additional information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue.
Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, offering appropriate elaboration and
detail.
Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.
Summarize the points a speaker makes and explain how each claim is supported by reasons and
evidence.
Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are supported by
reasons and evidence from claims that are not.
Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and
the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and
relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.
Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any
fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.
Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the
stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.
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CL.Sl.p4.3
SL.K.4
SL.1.4
SL.2.4
SL.3.4
SL.4.4

SL.5.4

SL.6.4

SL.7.4

SL.8.4

SL.9-10.4

SL.11-12.4

SPEAKING AND LISTENING – PRESENTATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS
Uses some basic spatial (e.g., front/back, top/bottom) and temporal (e.g., first/last, before/ after)
concepts to describe familiar people, places, things and events.
Use details to describe familiar people, places, things, and or events with prompting and support.
Use relevant details to describe people, places, things, and events expressing ideas and feelings
clearly.
Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details,
speaking audibly in coherent sentences.
Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant,
descriptive details, speaking clearly at an understandable pace.
Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at
an understandable pace.
Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate
facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an
understandable pace.
Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and
details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and
clear pronunciation.
Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with
pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume,
and clear pronunciation.
Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant
evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate
volume, and clear pronunciation.
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style
are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.
Present information addressing opposing viewpoints and using supporting evidence, clearly,
concisely, and logically for a specific purpose, audience, and task.
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CL.SL.p4.4
SL.K.5
SL.1.5
SL.2.5
SL.3.5

SL.4.5
SL.5.5
SL.6.5
SL.7.5
SL.8.5
SL.9-10.5
SL.11-12.5

SPEAKING AND LISTENING – PRESENTATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS
With guidance and support, responds to questions and suggestions and adds details to drawings or
emergent writing as needed.
Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide additional detail.
Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts,
and feelings.
Create audio recordings of stories or poems; add drawings or other visual displays to stories or
recounts of experiences when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings.
Create engaging audio recordings of stories or poems that demonstrate fluid reading at an
understandable pace; add visual displays when appropriate to emphasize or enhance certain facts
or details.
Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance the
development of main ideas or themes.
Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) and visual displays in presentations when
appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or themes.
Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, music, sound) and visual displays in
presentations to clarify information.
Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify claims and findings
and emphasize salient points.
Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen
claims and evidence, and add interest.
Make strategic use of digital media in presentations to enhance understanding of findings,
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.
Make strategic use of digital media in presentations to enhance understanding of findings,
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.
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