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From Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854) 
An Act to Organize the Territories of Nebraska and Kansas. 

     SEC. 23. And be it further enacted, That every free white 
male inhabitant above the age of twenty-one years, who shall be 
an actual resident of said Territory, and shall possess the 
qualifications hereinafter prescribed, shall be entitled to vote at 
the first election, and shall be eligible to any office within the said 

Territory; but the qualifications of voters, and of holding office, at 
all subsequent elections, shall be such as shall be prescribed by 
the Legislative Assembly . . . 

     SEC. 32. . . . the true intent and meaning of this act not to 
legislate slavery into any Territory or State, nor to exclude it 
therefrom, but to leave the people thereof perfectly free to form 
and regulate their domestic institutions in their own way, subject 
only to the Constitution of the United States . . . 

 

 

From South Carolina Declaration of Secession 

Declaration of the Immediate Causes which Induce and 
Justify the Secession of South Carolina from the Federal 
Union 

. . . 

These ends it endeavored to accomplish by a Federal 
Government, in which each State was recognized as an equal, 
and had separate control over its own institutions. The right of 
property in slaves was recognized by giving to free persons 
distinct political rights, by giving them the right to represent, and 
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burthening them with direct taxes for three-fifths of their slaves; 

by authorizing the importation of slaves for twenty years; and by 
stipulating for the rendition of fugitives from labor. 

We affirm that these ends for which this Government was 
instituted have been defeated, and the Government itself has 
been made destructive of them by the action of the non-
slaveholding States. Those States have assume the right of 
deciding upon the propriety of our domestic institutions; and 
have denied the rights of property established in fifteen of the 
States and recognized by the Constitution; they have denounced 

as sinful the institution of slavery; they have permitted open 
establishment among them of societies, whose avowed object is 
to disturb the peace and to eloign the property of the citizens of 
other States. 

For twenty-five years this agitation has been steadily increasing, 
until it has now secured to its aid the power of the common 
Government… A geographical line has been drawn across the 
Union, and all the States north of that line have united in the 
election of a man to the high office of President of the United 
States, whose opinions and purposes are hostile to slavery. He is 

to be entrusted with the administration of the common 
Government, because he has declared that that "Government 
cannot endure permanently half slave, half free," and that the 
public mind must rest in the belief that slavery is in the course of 
ultimate extinction. 

We, therefore, the People of South Carolina, by our delegates in 
Convention assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the 
world for the rectitude of our intentions, have solemnly declared 
that the Union heretofore existing between this State and the 
other States of North America, is dissolved, and that the State of 

South Carolina has resumed her position among the nations of 
the world, as a separate and independent State. . . . 

Adopted December 24, 1860 
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